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SUBJECT: NEWS ARTICLE ON CAMBODIAN REFUGEES 

1 . FOLLOWING ARTICLE APPEARED IN CURRENT ISSUE (AUG. 25) 

OF FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW: 

ANOTHER 40,000 "CIA TRAITORS". REFUGEES ENTERING THAI- 
LAND TELL OF YET ANOTHER RUTHLESS PURGE BY PHNOM PENH'S 
REGIME . BY RICHARD NATIONS 

TA PHRAYA, THAI-CAMBODIAN BORDER: TUAY MIEN, 38, A 
KHMER ROUGE VETERAN OF EIGHT YEARS' STANDING, WAS PRESI 
DENT OF A MAJOR COOPERATIVE IN THE THMA POEK DISTRICT OF 
NORTHERN BATTAMBANG, WHERE HE HAD THE REPUTATION OF BEING 
A CRUEL AND ARBITRARY LEADER WHO HARSHLY PUNISHED MIS- 
DEMEANOURS. NOW TUAY MIEN COWERS BEHIND THE BARS OF A 
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DISTRICT JAIL IN THAILAND. MEEK AND CONTRITE. WITH THE 
IRONY THAT SEEMS TO PREVAIL IN CAMBODIA TODAY, HE IS A 
FUGITIVE OF A PURGE HE HELPED TO ORGANIZE. AND THE THAIS 
HAVE JAILED HIM AS PROTECTION FROM THE REVENGE OF OTHER 
REFUGEES WHO HAVE ALSO ESCAPED TO TA PHRAYA. 

TUAY MIEN IS ONE OF THE 350 OR MORE REFUGEES WHO HAVE 
GATHERED HERE DURING THE PAST MONTH AS A RESULT OF UP- 
HEAVALS IN THMA POEK ABOUT A DAY'S WALK EAST OF TA PHRAYA 
AND PREAH NET PRAH DISTRICT, 15 KMS EAST OF SISOPHON. 
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SINCE NOVEMBER 15 LAST YEAR REFUGEES ENTERING THAILAND 
HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED AS "ILLEGAL ENTRANTS" AND - IN 
THEORY AT LEAST - HAD TO BE LEGALLY VETTED BEFORE, AT 
THE DISCRETION OF THE THAI AUTHORITIES, SOME WERE ALLOWED 
INTO CAMPS SPONSORED BY THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMIS- 
SIONER FOR REFUGEES. BUT ABOUT FOUR MONTHS AGO THE 
NUMBERS OF CAMBODIAN ARRIVALS INCREASES SHARPLY TO MORE 
THAN 100 A MONTH, OVERCROWDING THE BORDER DETENTION 
CENTERS. WHEN THE LATEST WAVE HIT TA PHRAYA ALL THE 
THAIS COULD DO WAS PROVIDE THE REFUGEES WITH NEW CLOTHES, 
TWO MEALS A DAY, AND A TENT. WITH NO BARS OR BARBED 
WIRE TO KEEP THEM FROM MIXING WITH THE LOCAL POPULATION, 
THE REFUGEES' HEADS WERE SHAVED FOR EASY IDENTIFICATION. 

IT IS TOO EARLY TO SAY WHETHER THE DISTURBANCES IN 
NORTHERN BATTAMBANG ARE ISOLATED AND LOCAL EVENTS - OR 
PART OF A WIDER PURGE. IF THE LATTER, IT WILL BE THE 
THIRD SUCH DRIVE IN THE -NORTHERN BORDER PROVINCES IN 
THE THREE YEARS SINCE CAMBODIA CAME UNDER KHMER ROUGE 
RULE IN APRIL 1975. THE FIRST TWO PURGES WERE DIRECTED 
AGAINST RELATIVELY RESTRICTED SECTORS OF THE POPULATION. 
THE FIRST, IN 1975-76, CONCENTRATED ON THE INTELLECTUALS 
AND SENIOR OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS OF THE LON NOL REGIME, 
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AND THE SECOND, LAST YEAR, WAS DESIGNED TO ROOT OUT 
SEDITION FROM THE UPPER ECHELONS OF THE PARTY REGIONAL 
COMMAND. THE LATEST BATCH OF REFUGEES, HOWEVER, IS 
DRAWN FROM MUCH BROADER STRATA OF THE POPULATION - 
PEASANTS, FORMER MINOR OFFICIALS AND PARTY UNDERLINGS. 

MEANWHILE, THERE ARE CLEAR SIGNS THAT PHNOM PENH IS 
RUNNING DOWN ITS TROOP STRENGTH ALONG THE THAI BORDER TO 
REPLENISH UNITS EXHAUSTED IN THE LATEST WAVE OF FIGHTING 
SINCE MID-JUNE ALONG THE VIETNAMESE BORDER - A FACT WHICH 
OBSERVORS HERE FEEL HAS PROBABLY MADE PHNOM PENH THAT 
MUCH MORE SUSPICIOUS OF DISAFFECTION IN ITS "REAR" AND OF 
THREATS FROM ACROSS THE THAI AND LAOTIAN BORDERS OR 
ALONG CAMBODIA'S SOUTHWESTERN COAST. RELIABLE SOURCES 
HERE SAY THAT VIETNAM HAS TRAINED A 25,000 STRONG MAN 
KHMER (LIBERATION FORCE) WHICH COULD BE INTRODUCED INTO 
CAMBODIA THROUGH A NUMBER OF ROUTES. 

TUAY MIEN'S STORY UNDERSCORES CAMBODIA'S GROWING 
PARANOIA. EARLY IN APRIL HE HAD BEEN ORDERED BY HIGHER 
AUTHORITIES TO SURVEY THE 900 FAMILIES IN HIS COOPERA- 
TIVE TO IDENTIFY "SUSPICIOUS ELEMENTS". THE LIST WAS 
TO INCLUDE ALL INDIVIDUALS - AND THEIR FAMILIES - WHO 
WERE FORMER REGULARS IN THE LON NOL ARMY, MINOR OFFICIALS, 
SCHOOLTEACHERS, VILLAGE HEADMEN OF 10 FAMILY UNITS IN 
AREAS UNDER LON NOL'S CONTROL, AND ANYONE EDUCATED OR 
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TRAINED IN THAILAND OR VIETNAM. PARTICULAR ATTENTION WAS 
TO BE PAID TO THOSE WITH MILITARY BACKGROUNDS IN TRANSPORT. 
ARTILLERY AND THE SIGNAL CORPS. 

TUAY MIEN SAYS HE FORMED A SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO CON- 
DUCT THE HOUSE-TO-HOUSE CENSUS, RELYING UPON EVERY THIRD 
FAMILY TO CROSS-CHECK THE OTHERS. WHEN THE JOB WAS 
FINISHED NO FEWER THAN 700 FAMILIES QUALIFIED FOR HIS LIST. 
DISQUIETING SIGNS OF A SIMILAR SCRUTINY SURFACED IN OTHER 
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THMA POEK COOPERATIVES, ACCORDING TO REFUGEE ACCOUNTS. 

IN PHOUM POUK SVAY THE COOPERATIVE PRESIDENT CALLED A 
MEETING OF 1,000 FAMILIES AND ANNOUNCED: "CITIZENS, DE- 
CLARE YOUR BACKGROUNDS HONESTLY. THOSE WHO ARE TRUTHFUL 
HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR. THOSE WHO ATTEMPT DECEIT WILL 
BE PUNISHED." NOT UNFAMILIAR WITH THE SINISTER IMPLICA- 
TIONS OF SUCH APPEALS, 76 FORMER LON NOL REGULARS HESI- 
TATED TO RAISE THEIR HANDS WHEN CALLED UPON. THEY LEFT 
FOR THAILAND AFTER SEEING TWO GROUPS OF PEASANTS BEING LED 
AWAY UNDER ARMS, PRESUMABLY FOR EXECUTION, FOLLOWING THE 
CRUSHING OF A MUTINY IN A NEARBY COOPERATIVE. 

IN ANOTHER COOPERATIVE, 1 KM SOUTH OF DISTRICT HEAD- 
QUARTERS, WORD HAD LEAKED OUT IN EARLY JUNE THAT A BRUTAL 
AND THOROUGH SWEEP WAS IMMINENT. SON TUAY PLANNED TO 
FLEE THE DAY AFTER HIS BROTHER DISAPPEARED. HE PASSED 
THE WORD FURTIVELY TO FORMER LON NOL REGULARS AS THEY 
WORKED IN THE FIELD: "ARE YOU GOING?" "YES. TONIGHT, 9 
O'CLOCK." SIXTEEN SET OUT FOR THAILAND THAT EVENING. 

REFUGEES FROM THE SISOPHON AREA - 50 KMS SOUTH OF 
THMA POEK SPOKE OF THE POOR HARVEST, DUE TO DROUGHT. IN 
MANY COOPERATIVES THE RICE RATION HAS BEEN CUT TO A 
QUARTER. WHEN RICE RUNS OUT LABORERS FALL BACK ON A GRUEL 
OF YAMS, MAIZE OR TAPIOCA. NONETHELESS, MOST REFUGEES SAY 
THEY HAVE DECIDED TO LEAVE ONLY AFTER UNMISTAKABLE SIGNS 
OF A HARDENING OF ATTITUDE BY THE REGIME, WHICH THREATENED 
THEIR LIVES. 

HAW SUAN, A FORMER SCHOOLTEACHER FROM PHON PENH, LED 
A PARTY OF 25 FROM PHOUM SREH COOPERATIVE IN PREAH NET 
PREAH DISTRICT AFTER SOME 30 TEACHERS AND SOLDIERS DIS- 
APPEARED FROM HIS VILLAGE. 
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OUM SOT, A FORMER AGRICULTURAL ADMINISTRATOR FROM 
BATTAMBANG, SET OUT FOR THAILAND THAT EVENING WHEN TWO OF 
HIS FRIENDS - A FORMER ARMY COLONEL AND A SCHOOLTEACHER - 
FAILED TO RETURN AFTER BEING SUMMONED TO THE COOPERATIVE 
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HEADQUARTERS. 

IN THE HIGHLY-REGIMENTED AND COLLECTIVISED SOCIETY OF 
CAMBODIA, INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION BY THE AUTHORITIES IS RE- 
GARDED AS TANTAMOUNT TO CONVICTION. UNLIKE FORMER REFUGEES 
THE NEW GROUP AT TA PHRAYA IS MADE UP OVERWHELMINGLY OF 
MEN. MOST REFUGEES INTERVIEWED SAY THEY DID NOT HAVE TIME 
TO COLLECT THEIR FAMILIES BEFORE LEAVING. 

ON JUNE 26, ACCORDING TO TUAY MIEN, OUTSIDE UNITS OF 
THE KHMER TOUGE MOVED INTO THMA POEK DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS 
ARRESTED THE FIVE-MAN RULING COMMITTEE AND DISARMED THE 
100 MAN DISTRICT CIVIL MILITIA. FROM THERE THE OPERA- 
TION FANNED OUT TO THE DISTRICT'S 15 COOPERATIVES. ON 
JULY 5 TUAY MIEN AND HIS SUBORDINATES WERE ARRESTED. THAT 
DAY IT WAS OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED THAT OF THE 70,000 CITI- 
ZENS IN THE DISTRICT, 40,000 WERE TRAITORS WHO HAD COL- 
LABORATED WITH THE U.S. CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY AND 
CONCEALED THE NAMES OF FORMER LON NOL SOLDIERS AND AGENTS 
OF THAILAND AND VIETNAM. REFUGEES FROM NEARBY COOPERA- 
TIVES CONFIRM THIS EXTRAORDINARY DECLARATION. 

TUAY MIEN HIMSELF WAS THROWN INTO A MAKESHIFT PRISON 
AND GIVEN NO FOOD FOR SEVEN DAYS. HE AND A FELLOW 
PRISONER, HOWEVER, MANAGED TO ESCAPE. HE SAYS THAT A 
HUSBAND AND WIFE TEAM - "TRUE COMMUNISTS" - WERE BROUGHT 
IN TO REPLACE HIM AND HIS TWO SUBORDINATES. THE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION EXTENDED THE DIRECY CONTROL OF THE PARTY 
DOWN TO THE LEVEL OF THE 300-FAMILY COOPERATIVE SUB- 
DIVISION. REFUGEES FROM SISOPHON REGION SAY THAT THE NEW 
COOPERATIVE LEADERS ARRIVING BETWEEN MAY AND JUNE WERE IN- 
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VARIABLY STRICT AND INFLEXIBLE. "UNDER THE OLD LEADERS 
A LOT WERE ALLOWED TO SLIP BY. BUT THE NEW LEADERS PUN- 
ISHED EVERY INFRACTION. THEY WERE UNBEARABLE." 

INFORMANTS FROM DIFFERENT COOPERATIVES SAY THAT THE 
NEW CADRES CAME FROM THE KOMPONG CHANANG AREA, THE PRO- 
VINCE JUST NORTH OF PHNOM PENH. SOME FRENCH CAMBODIA- 
WATCHERS HAVE LONG SUSPECTED THAT THE KAMPUCHEAN COM- 
MUNIST PARTY HAS BEEN NURTURING A HARDCORE POLITICAL 
CADRE IN TRAINING SCHOOLS IN THE CENTRAL REGION. SOME 
OBSERVERS SAY THAT PHNOM PENH;IS DETERMINED TO TIGHTEN 
ITS GRIP ON THE REGION BY REMOVING SUSPECTED SUBVERSIVES 
AND REPLACING THEM WITH MORE RELIABLE PEOPLE. 

TWO FORMER KHMER ROUGE REGULARS FROM THE 300-MAN 
COMPANY 204 DEPLOYED ALONG THE FRONTIER OPPOSITE TA PHRAYA 
TOLD THE REVIEW THAT THEIR UNITS HAD BEEN THINNED OUT 
BY ONE-THIRD SINCE LATE JUNE. "THE FITTEST AND THOSE 
WITH REVOLUTIONARY FIGHTING EXPERIENCE WERE SELECTED FOR 
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TRANSFER TO THE VIETNAMESE FRONT," ONE OF THEM SAID. IN 
FORMED SOURCES HERE SAY THAT THERE WERE OTHER SIGNS THAT 
THE 8,000 STRONG DEFENCE FORCE DEPLOYED THE LENGTH OF THE 
THAI-CAMBODIAN BORDER HAD BEEN REDUCED, MAINLY BY TRANS- 
FERRING INDIVIDUALS RATHER THAN WHOLE UNITS. HOWEVER, IT 
SUSPECTED THAT BORDER PATROLS LOOKING FOR REFUGEES HAVE 
BEEN STRENGTHENED. MANY REFUGEES AT TA PHRAYA REPORT 
ENCOUNTERS WITH KHMER ROUGE PATROLS AND SAY THERE HAVE 
BEEN NUMEROUS CASUALTIES FROM GUNFIRE, MINES AND BOOBY- 
TRAPS. 

AUTHORITIES HERE REALIZE THAT A PURGE OF THE DIMENSIONS 
DESCRIBED BY SOME REFUGEES WOULD "PUSH HALF OF BATTAMBANG 
INTO OUR BACKYARD," AS ONE LOCAL OFFICIAL PUT IT. BUT 
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THE NUMBER OF NEW ARRIVALS IN RECENT DAYS HAVE DIMINISHED. 
THE THAIS, IN THE WORDS OF ONE UN OFFICIAL, "ARE HOPING 
FOR THE BEST, DOING THEIR BEST, AND MOSTLY KEEPING THEIR 
HEADS." THERE IS HOWEVER, CONCERN IN OTHER QUARTERS THAT 
IF THE PURGE IS NOT MERELY A LOCAL EVENT, IT CAN ONLY BE 
THE HARBINGER OF GREATER LONG-TERM INSTABILITY IN CAM 
BODIA AS THE REGIME MOVES ALONG THE DOWNWARD SPIRAL OF 
RULE BY PARANOIA AND REPRESSION. CHRISTOPHER 
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SUBJECT: NEWS ARTICLE ON CAMBODIAN REFUGEES 

1 . FOLLOWING ARTICLE APPEARED IN CURRENT ISSUE (AUG. 25) 

OF FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW: 

ANOTHER 40,000 "CIA TRAITORS". REFUGEES ENTERING THAI- 
LAND TELL OF YET ANOTHER RUTHLESS PURGE BY PHNOM PENH'S 
REGIME . BY RICHARD NATIONS 

TA PHRAYA, THAI-CAMBODIAN BORDER: TUAY MIEN, 38, A 
KHMER ROUGE VETERAN OF EIGHT YEARS' STANDING, WAS PRESI- 
DENT OF A MAJOR COOPERATIVE IN THE THMA POEK DISTRICT OF 
NORTHERN BATTAMBANG, WHERE HE HAD THE REPUTATION OF BEING 
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A CRUEL AND ARBITRARY LEADER WHO HARSHLY PUNISHED MIS- 
DEMEANOURS. NOW TUAY MIEN COWERS BEHIND THE BARS OF A 
DISTRICT JAIL IN THAILAND. MEEK AND CONTRITE. WITH THE 
IRONY THAT SEEMS TO PREVAIL IN CAMBODIA TODAY, HE IS A 
FUGITIVE OF A PURGE HE HELPED TO ORGANIZE. AND THE THAIS 
HAVE JAILED HIM AS PROTECTION FROM THE REVENGE OF OTHER 
REFUGEES WHO HAVE ALSO ESCAPED TO TA PHRAYA. 

TUAY MIEN IS ONE OF THE 350 OR MORE REFUGEES WHO HAVE 
GATHERED HERE DURING THE PAST MONTH AS A RESULT OF UP- 
HEAVALS IN THMA POEK ABOUT A DAY'S WALK EAST OF TA PHRAYA 
AND PREAH NET PRAH DISTRICT, 15 KMS EAST OF SISOPHON. 

SINCE NOVEMBER 15 LAST YEAR REFUGEES ENTERING THAILAND 
HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED AS "ILLEGAL ENTRANTS" AND - IN 
THEORY AT LEAST - HAD TO BE LEGALLY VETTED BEFORE, AT 
THE DISCRETION OF THE THAI AUTHORITIES, SOME WERE ALLOWED 
INTO CAMPS SPONSORED BY THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMIS- 
SIONER FOR REFUGEES. BUT ABOUT FOUR MONTHS AGO THE 
NUMBERS OF CAMBODIAN ARRIVALS INCREASES SHARPLY TO MORE 
THAN 100 A MONTH, OVERCROWDING THE BORDER DETENTION 
CENTERS. WHEN THE LATEST WAVE HIT TA PHRAYA ALL THE 
THAIS COULD DO WAS PROVIDE THE REFUGEES WITH NEW CLOTHES, 
TWO MEALS A DAY, AND A TENT. WITH NO BARS OR BARBED 
WIRE TO KEEP THEM FROM MIXING WITH THE LOCAL POPULATION, 

THE REFUGEES’ HEADS WERE SHAVED FOR EASY IDENTIFICATION. 

IT IS TOO EARLY TO SAY WHETHER THE DISTURBANCES IN 
NORTHERN BATTAMBANG ARE ISOLATED AND LOCAL EVENTS - OR 
PART OF A WIDER PURGE. IF THE LATTER, IT WILL BE THE 
THIRD SUCH DRIVE IN THE -NORTHERN BORDER PROVINCES IN 
THE THREE YEARS SINCE CAMBODIA CAME UNDER KHMER ROUGE 
RULE IN APRIL 1975. THE FIRST TWO PURGES WERE DIRECTED 
AGAINST RELATIVELY RESTRICTED SECTORS OF THE POPULATION. 
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PAGE 03 STATE 219506 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


THE FIRST, IN 1975-76, CONCENTRATED ON THE INTELLECTUALS 
AND SENIOR OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS OF THE LON NOL REGIME, 

AND THE SECOND, LAST YEAR, WAS DESIGNED TO ROOT OUT 
SEDITION FROM THE UPPER ECHELONS OF THE PARTY REGIONAL 
COMMAND. THE LATEST BATCH OF REFUGEES, HOWEVER, IS 
DRAWN FROM MUCH BROADER STRATA OF THE POPULATION - 
PEASANTS, FORMER MINOR OFFICIALS AND PARTY UNDERLINGS. 

MEANWHILE, THERE ARE CLEAR SIGNS THAT PHNOM PENH IS 
RUNNING DOWN ITS TROOP STRENGTH ALONG THE THAI BORDER TO 
REPLENISH UNITS EXHAUSTED IN THE LATEST WAVE OF FIGHTING 
SINCE MID-JUNE ALONG THE VIETNAMESE BORDER - A FACT WHICH 
OBSERVORS HERE FEEL HAS PROBABLY MADE PHNOM PENH THAT 
MUCH MORE SUSPICIOUS OF DISAFFECTION IN ITS "REAR" AND OF 
THREATS FROM ACROSS THE THAI AND LAOTIAN BORDERS OR 
ALONG CAMBODIA'S SOUTHWESTERN COAST. RELIABLE SOURCES 
HERE SAY THAT VIETNAM HAS TRAINED A 25,000 STRONG MAN 
KHMER (LIBERATION FORCE) WHICH COULD BE INTRODUCED INTO 
CAMBODIA THROUGH A NUMBER OF ROUTES. 

TUAY MIEN'S STORY UNDERSCORES CAMBODIA'S GROWING 
PARANOIA. EARLY IN APRIL HE HAD BEEN ORDERED BY HIGHER 
AUTHORITIES TO SURVEY THE 900 FAMILIES IN HIS COOPERA- 
TIVE TO IDENTIFY "SUSPICIOUS ELEMENTS". THE LIST WAS 
TO INCLUDE ALL INDIVIDUALS - AND THEIR FAMILIES - WHO 
WERE FORMER REGULARS IN THE LON NOL ARMY, MINOR OFFICIALS, 
SCHOOLTEACHERS, VILLAGE HEADMEN OF 10 FAMILY UNITS IN 
AREAS UNDER LON NOL'S CONTROL, AND ANYONE EDUCATED OR 

TRAINED IN THAILAND OR VIETNAM. PARTICULAR ATTENTION WAS 
TO BE PAID TO THOSE WITH MILITARY BACKGROUNDS IN TRANSPORT. 
ARTILLERY AND THE SIGNAL CORPS. 

TUAY MIEN SAYS HE FORMED A SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO CON- 
DUCT THE HOUSE-TO-HOUSE CENSUS, RELYING UPON EVERY THIRD 
FAMILY TO CROSS-CHECK THE OTHERS. WHEN THE JOB WAS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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FINISHED NO FEWER THAN 700 FAMILIES QUALIFIED FOR HIS LIST. 
DISQUIETING SIGNS OF A SIMILAR SCRUTINY SURFACED IN OTHER 
THMA POEK COOPERATIVES, ACCORDING TO REFUGEE ACCOUNTS. 

IN PHOUM POUK SVAY THE COOPERATIVE PRESIDENT CALLED A 
MEETING OF 1,000 FAMILIES AND ANNOUNCED: "CITIZENS, DE- 
CLARE YOUR BACKGROUNDS HONESTLY. THOSE WHO ARE TRUTHFUL 
HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR. THOSE WHO ATTEMPT DECEIT WILL 
BE PUNISHED." NOT UNFAMILIAR WITH THE SINISTER IMPLICA- 
TIONS OF SUCH APPEALS, 76 FORMER LON NOL REGULARS HESI- 
TATED TO RAISE THEIR HANDS WHEN CALLED UPON. THEY LEFT 
FOR THAILAND AFTER SEEING TWO GROUPS OF PEASANTS BEING LED 
AWAY UNDER ARMS, PRESUMABLY FOR EXECUTION, FOLLOWING THE 
CRUSHING OF A MUTINY IN A NEARBY COOPERATIVE. 
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IN ANOTHER COOPERATIVE, 1 KM SOUTH OF DISTRICT HEAD- 
QUARTERS, WORD HAD LEAKED OUT IN EARLY JUNE THAT A BRUTAL 
AND THOROUGH SWEEP WAS IMMINENT. SON TUAY PLANNED TO 
FLEE THE DAY AFTER HIS BROTHER DISAPPEARED. HE PASSED 
THE WORD FURTIVELY TO FORMER LON NOL REGULARS AS THEY 
WORKED IN THE FIELD: "ARE YOU GOING?" "YES. TONIGHT, 9 
O'CLOCK." SIXTEEN SET OUT FOR THAILAND THAT EVENING. 

REFUGEES FROM THE SISOPHON AREA - 50 KMS SOUTH OF 
THMA POEK SPOKE OF THE POOR HARVEST. DUE TO DROUGHT. IN 
MANY COOPERATIVES THE RICE RATION HAS BEEN CUT TO A 
QUARTER. WHEN RICE RUNS OUT LABORERS FALL BACK ON A GRUEL 
OF YAMS, MAIZE OR TAPIOCA. NONETHELESS, MOST REFUGEES SAY 
THEY HAVE DECIDED TO LEAVE ONLY AFTER UNMISTAKABLE SIGNS 
OF A HARDENING OF ATTITUDE BY THE REGIME, WHICH THREATENED 
THEIR LIVES. 

HAW SUAN, A FORMER SCHOOLTEACHER FROM PHON PENH, LED 
A PARTY OF 25 FROM PHOUM SREH COOPERATIVE IN PREAH NET 
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PREAH DISTRICT AFTER SOME 30 TEACHERS AND SOLDIERS DIS- 
APPEARED FROM HIS VILLAGE. 

OUM SOT, A FORMER AGRICULTURAL ADMINISTRATOR FROM 
BATTAMBANG, SET OUT FOR THAILAND THAT EVENING WHEN TWO OF 
HIS FRIENDS - A FORMER ARMY COLONEL AND A SCHOOLTEACHER - 
FAILED TO RETURN AFTER BEING SUMMONED TO THE COOPERATIVE 
HEADQUARTERS. 

IN THE HIGHLY-REGIMENTED AND COLLECTIVISED SOCIETY OF 
CAMBODIA, INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION BY THE AUTHORITIES IS RE- 
GARDED AS TANTAMOUNT TO CONVICTION. UNLIKE FORMER REFUGEES 
THE NEW GROUP AT TA PHRAYA IS MADE UP OVERWHELMINGLY OF 
MEN. MOST REFUGEES INTERVIEWED SAY THEY DID NOT HAVE TIME 
TO COLLECT THEIR FAMILIES BEFORE LEAVING. 

ON JUNE 26, ACCORDING TO TUAY MIEN, OUTSIDE UNITS OF 
THE KHMER TOUGE MOVED INTO THMA POEK DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS 
ARRESTED THE FIVE-MAN RULING COMMITTEE AND DISARMED THE 
100 MAN DISTRICT CIVIL MILITIA. FROM THERE THE OPERA- 
TION FANNED OUT TO THE DISTRICT'S 15 COOPERATIVES. ON 
JULY 5 TUAY MIEN AND HIS SUBORDINATES WERE ARRESTED. THAT 
DAY IT WAS OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED THAT OF THE 70,000 CITI- 
ZENS IN THE DISTRICT, 40,000 WERE TRAITORS WHO HAD COL- 
LABORATED WITH THE U.S. CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY AND 
CONCEALED THE NAMES OF FORMER LON NOL SOLDIERS AND AGENTS 
OF THAILAND AND VIETNAM. REFUGEES FROM NEARBY COOPERA- 
TIVES CONFIRM THIS EXTRAORDINARY DECLARATION. 

TUAY MIEN HIMSELF WAS THROWN INTO A MAKESHIFT PRISON 
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AND GIVEN NO FOOD FOR SEVEN DAYS. HE AND A FELLOW 
PRISONER. HOWEVER, MANAGED TO ESCAPE. HE SAYS THAT A 
HUSBAND AND WIFE TEAM - 'TRUE COMMUNISTS" - WERE BROUGHT 
IN TO REPLACE HIM AND HIS TWO SUBORDINATES. THE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION EXTENDED THE DIRECY CONTROL OF THE PARTY 
DOWN TO THE LEVEL OF THE 300-FAMILY COOPERATIVE SUB- 
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DIVISION. REFUGEES FROM SISOPHON REGION SAY THAT THE NEW 
COOPERATIVE LEADERS ARRIVING BETWEEN MAY AND JUNE WERE IN- 
VARIABLY STRICT AND INFLEXIBLE. "UNDER THE OLD LEADERS 
A LOT WERE ALLOWED TO SLIP BY. BUT THE NEW LEADERS PUN- 
ISHED EVERY INFRACTION. THEY WERE UNBEARABLE." 

INFORMANTS FROM DIFFERENT COOPERATIVES SAY THAT THE 
NEW CADRES CAME FROM THE KOMPONG CHANANG AREA, THE PRO- 
VINCE JUST NORTH OF PHNOM PENH. SOME FRENCH CAMBODIA- 
WATCHERS HAVE LONG SUSPECTED THAT THE KAMPUCHEAN COM- 
MUNIST PARTY HAS BEEN NURTURING A HARDCORE POLITICAL 
CADRE IN TRAINING SCHOOLS IN THE CENTRAL REGION. SOME 
OBSERVERS SAY THAT PHNOM PENH;IS DETERMINED TO TIGHTEN 
ITS GRIP ON THE REGION BY REMOVING SUSPECTED SUBVERSIVES 
AND REPLACING THEM WITH MORE RELIABLE PEOPLE. 

TWO FORMER KHMER ROUGE REGULARS FROM THE 300-MAN 
COMPANY 204 DEPLOYED ALONG THE FRONTIER OPPOSITE TA PHRAYA 
TOLD THE REVIEW THAT THEIR UNITS HAD BEEN THINNED OUT 
BY ONE-THIRD SINCE LATE JUNE. "THE FITTEST AND THOSE 
WITH REVOLUTIONARY FIGHTING EXPERIENCE WERE SELECTED FOR 
TRANSFER TO THE VIETNAMESE FRONT," ONE OF THEM SAID. IN 
FORMED SOURCES HERE SAY THAT THERE WERE OTHER SIGNS THAT 
THE 8,000 STRONG DEFENCE FORCE DEPLOYED THE LENGTH OF THE 
THAI-CAMBODIAN BORDER HAD BEEN REDUCED, MAINLY BY TRANS- 
FERRING INDIVIDUALS RATHER THAN WHOLE UNITS. HOWEVER, IT 
SUSPECTED THAT BORDER PATROLS LOOKING FOR REFUGEES HAVE 
BEEN STRENGTHENED. MANY REFUGEES AT TA PHRAYA REPORT 
ENCOUNTERS WITH KHMER ROUGE PATROLS AND SAY THERE HAVE 
BEEN NUMEROUS CASUALTIES FROM GUNFIRE, MINES AND BOOBY- 
TRAPS. 

AUTHORITIES HERE REALIZE THAT A PURGE OF THE DIMENSIONS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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DESCRIBED BY SOME REFUGEES WOULD "PUSH HALF OF BATTAMBANG 
INTO OUR BACKYARD," AS ONE LOCAL OFFICIAL PUT IT. BUT 
THE NUMBER OF NEW ARRIVALS IN RECENT DAYS HAVE DIMINISHED. 
THE THAIS, IN THE WORDS OF ONE UN OFFICIAL, "ARE HOPING 
FOR THE BEST, DOING THEIR BEST, AND MOSTLY KEEPING THEIR 
HEADS." THERE IS HOWEVER, CONCERN IN OTHER QUARTERS THAT 
IF THE PURGE IS NOT MERELY A LOCAL EVENT, IT CAN ONLY BE 
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THE HARBINGER OF GREATER LONG-TERM INSTABILITY IN CAM 

BODIA AS THE REGIME MOVES ALONG THE DOWNWARD SPIRAL OF 

RULE BY PARANOIA AND REPRESSION. CHRISTOPHER UNQTE CHRISTOPHER 

UNCLASSIFIED 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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